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Utterances are multi-party activities, something done through the collaborative actions of both a speaker and a hearer. During this process hearers are largely silent. They display how they are participating in the activities of the moment through the use of their visible bodies. The construction of an utterance in face-to-face interaction is thus not only a multi-party activity, but also a multimodal one, something that is accomplished through the joint interplay of structurally different kinds of sign systems, including both the language of the speaker, and the embodied displays of both the hearer and the speaker. More generally a primordial site for the organization of human action, cognition, language and social organization consists of a situation in which multiple participants are building in concert with each other the actions that define and shape their lifeworld while attending to each other, the detailed organization of the talk in progress, relevant phenomena in the environment and the larger activities they are engaged in. Both participation, as a temporally unfolding, embodied process through which participants demonstrate to each other their ongoing understanding of the events they are engaged in by building actions that contribute to the further organization of these same events, and a range of different kinds of stances (instrumental cooperative, epistemic moral and affective) are crucial to the interactive organization of such action. These issues will be investigated through analysis of videotapes recorded in a range of natural settings including face-to-face conversation, daily family life and interaction in work settings such as archaeological excavations and surgical operations.
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